
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                        SEPTEMBER 13, 2015 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – 16th  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 459 

Opening Prayers 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, the culture in which I live is undergoing major 
transitions.  One of these is that the internal world is becoming 
less and less real.  We talk about and study the internal world 
more than ever before.  However, we do so not to honor it, 
learn from it and be fed by it, but to change it, fix it, and 
control it.  A consequence of this is a deep loss of connection 
and intimacy.  Lacking an internal world as we do, we look for 
this connection in the external world.  We get busy and work 
to effect change as the way to be connected.  We do many 
good and valuable things.  However, what we do does not 
bring us connection and intimacy, both of which are found in 
the internal world, the place we think of less and less as being 
real.  We are in danger of falling victim to the fallacy that 
activity and intimacy are the same.  Activity brings with it the 
experience of being stable, an illusion we crave.  Intimacy 
brings with it the experience of being vulnerable, a reality we 
fear.  Actual stability is only found through the vulnerability of 
being intimate with ourselves and you, a reality only found in 
our interior, and by resting in the work you do within us. 
 
Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
Assurance of Pardon 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Mark 8:27-38 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 198 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
         
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 384 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY     10:00  Worship 
        11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
        11:20  Conversation 
           Elders and Deacons 
        12:00  Lunch Bunch 
 

Lectionary Readings for September 20, 2015 
Proverbs 31:10-31; Psalm 1; James 3:13—4:3, 7-8a; Mark 9:30-37 

 
F.Y.I. 
 There is a meeting of the Elders and Deacons in the office 
following worship. 
 Next Sunday we will share lunch.  Bring some food to share 
and stay. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
 
Faith Presbyterian Church, 190 Arlen Dr., Rohnert Park CA 94928 
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We are a community that gathers in an attitude of 

reverence directed toward God. 

 
Reverence is a feeling of deep respect and devotion, of 
profound awe, of admiration and esteem and honor, 

of gratitude. 
 

This feeling arises from the experience of knowing that 
it is not possible to be separate from the welcoming and 
embracing presence of God, who is with us in anything 

and everything that life brings us, always accepting how 
we feel and what we think, always working to help us 
inhabit what is true for us, always helping us fashion 

the most fully human response possible for us as 
concerns what our life contains. 

 
If you are able to enter this worship experience in a 
reverential manner, you are encouraged to immerse 

yourself in the experience. 
 

If you are not able to do so, you are encouraged to 
consider that being truthful to your experience is a way 
of showing reverence to God who invites you to explore 
the value of the way you feel in your life and about your 

life.  You are also invited to ponder with us our 
conceptions about God, looking for more adequate 
ways to understand God and how God personally 

companions and supports us in all things. 
 

Welcome!

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


Ordinary Time – 16th Sunday after Pentecost 
(Mark 8:27-38) 

 The issue raised in this text is: our lives being moved from being 
fragmented to being less fragmented. The idea of our human lives 
coming together and becoming whole is an attractive and 
seductive idealistic fiction. Focusing on the fiction will make our 
lives more fragmented, not less, since it will encourage us to pay 
attention to where we want to go and what we want to become 
rather than on where we are and what is true of us in the moment. 
The unsettling truth is that we are not smart enough to make 
ourselves less fragmented. Our efforts to do so will continue to 
exclude the parts of our life against which we are consciously and 
unconsciously prejudiced. It is not possible to intentionally include 
those things about our life which we do not consciously know. I 
believe it is helpful and accurate to think of a less-fragmented life 
as the point toward which we are being moved on our religious 
journey, not a destination at which we are supposed to arrive solely 
by our own effort. God facilitates this journey toward less 
fragmentation, disclosing what is hidden in unconsciousness, so 
that it can enter awareness and be integrated through our being 
receptive to what enters awareness. 

The concept of Messiah [Hebrew] or Christ [Greek] refers to the 
“one” who is “consecrated” to the “service” of disclosing what 
needs to be integrated so that we become less fragmented. 
Christianity inherited the concept of the Messiah from Judaism, 
and changed the concept in very particular ways. In Christianity 
“Christ” is an aspect of the life of God who chooses to be incarnated 
in each of us and work from within us to make us less fragmented. 
As importantly, the concept of “Christ” is changed from a warrior 
and heroic figure to a servant and suffering figure. The work of 
integration is not done for us; it is done with us. Christ inhabits the 
interior world that is actual for us, becomes subject to it as we are, 
and becomes the advocate for what has been lost and buried in 
that world. The feelings and thoughts buried inside are slowly 
disclosed to us by Christ, and what comes with them are the 
situations that caused them to be submerged and remain that way. 
As we are able we are asked to open to these insights and 

perceptions and to feel and think our way into them in an effort to 
own them. The word in the text that describes this disclosing is the 
Greek word translated into English as “suffering.” The Greek word 
means “to experience sensations and impressions [usually painful].” 
We are made less fragmented as we become receptive to feeling 
and thinking our way into the sensations and impressions that were 
split off when we were younger. However, as Peter in the text, we 
are not too receptive to this way of having our life become more 
whole. The emerging thoughts and feelings which Christ discloses 
are scrutinized and evaluated by the authority in our personality, 
and those thoughts/feelings and their advocate are removed from 
awareness. However, the life of Christ is irrepressible, and the 
thoughts and feelings are returned to awareness for our further 
consideration. God orchestrates an irrepressible and repetitive 
cycle through which we are taken repeatedly, and by which our lives 
become less fragmented. We open to what is brought to our 
awareness as best we can, each time perceiving a little more. As we 
pay attention to the way our inner life is disclosed to us, the puzzle 
of our life is assembled in a different and more complete way than 
it had been assembled before. The human way is not this way, but 
the way of the hero and warrior, the way of overcoming by strength 
whatever gets in the way of our ideals for our life. However, the way 
God offers us does not involve overcoming anything, but rather 
attending to what is true of us [as a servant would], becoming 
subject to it as the way to comprehend it. This way involves thinking 
and feeling our way back into “sensations and impressions” that are 
usually painful because of how we were taught to judge them. 

Learning this way of living involves an openness to being 
changed. We need to consider seriously relaxing our hold on the 
familiar and customary way we think and feel, and to notice how 
judgmental we are of everything we think and feel. Many feelings 
and thoughts will come to us and we will be judged for considering 
them, so a willingness to entertain uncomfortable thoughts and 
feelings and the judgments that come with them will be asked of us. 
If we hold onto the familiar way we think and feel we will find that 
we will lose the less-fractured quality of life being offered to us. If 
we are able to relax our grip on the familiar way we think and feel 



we will begin to feel how fractured our life actually is, but the sense 
of being alive will increase as the judgments against us decrease. 
What value is there in holding on to what is familiar and by doing 
so losing the connection to our actual life, since nothing can 
compete with the aliveness that comes from connecting to our 
actual life? Living in this way involves taking up one’s cross, being 
pulled in differing and competing directions, as new and different 
thoughts and feelings emerge, and our values and identity are 
sifted and changed. 

I suggest that shame will be a common experience which will 
come to us as this work of decreasing the fragmented quality of our 
life commences and continues—we will have feelings and thoughts 
we should not be having…we will be intimate with what we were 
taught was wrong and off-target. But as these changes begin, the 
true nature of God becomes visible in the fact that the shame we 
fear will become the doorway through which the work progresses. 
It will take us to the judgments that are the source of our 
fragmentation. 

[Jim Robie, 9-10-15, Cycle B, Mark 8:27-38] 


